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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1 . Claims 1-34, 44, and 58-61 are now pending in this application and have been examined 

2. This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on July 07, 2009. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3 . The Information Disclosure Statement filed on 0 1 October 2009 and 24 July 2009 has 
been considered. An initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-34, 44, and 58-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Walker 
et al. (US Patent No. 5,794,207) ("Walker"). 

6. Referring to claim 1 , Walker discloses the following: 

a) receiving buying request data ("central controller 200") representing a buying order and a 
buying condition ("provide condition 530") for the right of use of the encrypted content digital 
data ("digital goods/cl2, 130-48"), the buying request data being transmitted through the 
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communication network (electronic network) (see fig.2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1, 141-51- 
central controller receiving buying request cryptographic data with purchase condition (CPO) 
from a buyer); 

b) receiving selling request data ("central controller 200") representing a selling request and 
a selling condition for the right of use of the encrypted content digital data ("digital goods/cl2, 
130-48"), the selling request data being transmitted through the communication network 
("network") (see fig. 9, 10, 14 and c8, 142-49 -central controller receiving selling request data 
with selling condition from a seller); 

c) deciding a transaction price for the right of use the content digital data ("digital 
goods/cl2, 130-48") corresponding to the received buying request data and the selling request 
data (see clO, 140-56, cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified 
a price for a customer); and 

d) concluding buying transactions and selling transactions according to the decided 
transaction price and transmitting an encryption key for decrypting the encrypted content digital 
data ("digital goods/cl2, 130-48") over the communication network to a buyer of the right of use 
of the content digital data ("digital goods/cl2, 130-48") (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23); 

e) wherein the encrypted content digital data ("digital goods/cl2, 130-48") are converted 
into usable data by a decryption process performed in accordance with auxiliary digital data 
("digital goods/cl2, 130-48") corresponding to the content digital data ("digital goods/cl2, 130- 
48"), and the auxiliary digital data ("digital goods/cl2, 130-48") includes validation period data 
indicating a period in which the encryption key ("within database 290") may be used and limit 
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period data indicating a period in which the encrypted content digital data may be reproduced 
(see abstract, fig. 2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, ell, 141-51). 

7. Referring to claim 2 , Walker further discloses storing information with respect to the 
selling transactions and the buying transactions (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage 
device-250). 

8. Referring to claim 3 , Walker further discloses publicizing information with respect to the 
selling and the buying transactions through the communication network (see c8, 142-44, cl2, 13-7 
-communication network is an electronic network is connected with buyer, seller and central 
controller). 

9. Referring to claim 4 , Walker further discloses wherein the use of the content digital data 
has been limited (see fig. 10 (1020-limited goods), cl 6, 11-1 1 -a buyer can buy selected number 
of goods which is limited). 

10. Referring to claim 5 , Walker further discloses wherein the content digital data is 
character data (see cl 6, 11-16 -goods include airline ticket, hotel room, cars etc). 



1 1 . Referring to claim 6 , Walker further discloses wherein the content digital data is picture 
data (see abstract, fig.2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1, 141-51). 
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12. Referring to claim 7 , Walker further discloses wherein the content digital data is audio 
data (see cl6, 11-16 -goods include airline ticket, hotel room, cars etc). 

13. Referring to claim 8 , Walker further discloses wherein the content digital data is program 
data of a game (see cl6, 11-16 -goods include airline ticket, hotel room, cars etc). 

14. Referring to claim 9 , Walker further discloses storing the content digital data to a device 
that performs a process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the buying transactions 
(see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device-250). 

15. Referring to claim 10 , Walker further discloses wherein a process for the concluding of 
the selling transactions and the buying transactions is performed corresponding to the decided 
transaction price (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active CPO, an 
unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are partied to 
a legally binding contact). 

16. Referring to claim 1 1 , Walker further discloses wherein the decided transaction price is 
stored in a device that performs a process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the 
buying transactions as time elapses (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device-250). 



17. Referring to claim 12 , Walker further discloses wherein a process for the concluding of 
the selling transactions and the buying transactions is performed corresponding to information 
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regarding people concerned with the selling transactions (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when 
a seller accepts an active CPO, an unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, 
than buyer and seller are parried to a legally binding contact). 

18. Referring to claim 13 , Walker further discloses wherein the information regarding the 
people concerned contains identification information and personal information of the people (see 
fig 1 1, c8, 128-41, c8, 157-65 -identify the buyers information). 

19. Referring to claim 14 , Walker further discloses publicizing at least part of information 
regarding a process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the buying transactions 
through the communication network (see c8, 142-44, cl2, 13-7 -communication network is an 
electronic network is connected with buyer, seller and central controller). 

20. Referring to claim 15 , Walker further discloses wherein at least part of information 
regarding a process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the buying transactions is 
stored and the stored information is rewritten (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device- 
250). 



21 . Referring to claim 16 , Walker further discloses wherein buyer-side data that represents 
the buying condition is data regarding a buying price (see clO, 140-56, cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 
1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a customer). 
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22. Referring to claim 17 , Walker further discloses wherein buyer- side data that represents 
the buying condition is data regarding a buying transaction execution date (see clO, 140-56, cl6, 
146-62 and c32, claim 1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a customer). 

23. Referring to claim 18 , Walker further discloses wherein buyer-side data that represents 
the buying condition is data regarding a buying transaction settlement method (see clO, 140-56, 
cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a 
customer). 

24. Referring to claim 19 , Walker further discloses wherein seller-side data that represents 
the selling condition is data regarding a selling price (see clO, 140-56, cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 
1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a customer). 

25. Referring to claim 20 , Walker further discloses wherein [seller side] seller-side data that 
represents the selling condition is data regarding a selling transaction execution date(see clO, 
140-56, cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 1 -a buyer who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a 
customer). 

26. Referring to claim 2 1 , Walker further discloses wherein seller-side data that represents 
the selling condition is data regarding a selling transaction settlement method (see c9, 117-30 and 
c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active CPO, an unique tracking number is assigned to 
the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are partied to a legally binding contact). 
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27. Referring to claim 22 , Walker further discloses settling concluded selling transactions 
and buying transactions and generating data with respect to a paying and receiving process 
corresponding to a settled result (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an 
active CPO, an unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and 
seller are partied to a legally binding contact). 

28. Referring to claim 23 , Walker further discloses rewriting asset information of personal 
information of people concerned with settled selling transactions and buying transactions to pay 
and receive the transaction price with respect to the selling transactions and the buying 
transactions (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active CPO, an unique 
tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are partied to a 
legally binding contact). 

29. Referring to claim 24 , Walker further discloses wherein the content digital data have been 
encrypted to limit use of the content digital data (see fig. 10 (1020-limited goods), cl6, 11-1 1 -a 
buyer can buy selected number of goods which is limited). 

30. Referring to claim 25 , Walker further discloses wherein the transaction price is decided 
for the auxiliary digital data (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active 
CPO, an unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are 
partied to a legally binding contact). 
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3 1 . Referring to claim 26 , Walker further discloses storing the auxiliary digital data to a 
device that performs a process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the buying 
transactions (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device-250). 

32. Referring to claim 27 , Walker further discloses wherein the conclusion of the selling 
transactions and the buying transactions is performed corresponding to identification information 
of the auxiliary digital data (see fig 1 1, c8, 128-41, c8, 157-65 -identify the buyers information). 

33. Referring to claim 28 , Walker further discloses wherein a process for the concluding of 
the selling transactions and the buying transactions is performed corresponding to a number of 
buyer-side data and a number of seller-side data with respect to the digital data and the auxiliary 
digital data (see fig. 10 (1020-limited goods), cl6, 11-11 —a buyer can buy selected number of 
goods which is limited). 

34. Referring to claim 29 , Walker further discloses wherein the number of the buyer-side 
data and the number of the seller-side data with respect to the content digital data and the 
auxiliary digital data are stored in a device that performs the process for the concluding of the 
selling transactions and the buying transactions as time elapses (see fig. 10 (1020-limited goods), 
cl6, 11-11 -a buyer can buy selected number of goods which is limited). 
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35. Referring to claim 30 , Walker further discloses wherein a process for the concluding of 
the selling transactions and the buying transactions is performed corresponding to a number of 
the content digital data and a number of the auxiliary digital data supplied and received (see cl2, 
18-20 -number of goods receive). 

36. Referring to claim 31 , Walker further discloses wherein the number of the content digital 
data and the number of the auxiliary digital data supplied and received are stored in a device that 
performs the process for the concluding of the selling transactions and the buying transactions as 
time elapses (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device 250). 

37. Referring to claim 32 , Walker further discloses reading the number of the buyer-side 
data and the number of the seller-side data corresponding to the content digital data and the 
auxiliary digital data and the number of the content digital data and the number of the auxiliary 
digital data supplied and received, the number of the buyer-side data, the number of the seller- 
side data, the number of the digital data, and the number of the auxiliary digital data having been 
stored (see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device 250); and deciding a transaction price 
corresponding to the data read in the reading step (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a 
seller accepts an active CPO, an unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, 
than buyer and seller are parried to a legally binding contact). 



38. Referring to claim 33 , Walker further discloses reading the information regarding the 
people concerned, the identification information of the auxiliary digital data, and the transaction 
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price decided for the right of use of the content digital data and the auxiliary digital data, the 
information regarding the people concerned, the identification information of the auxiliary digital 
data, and the transaction price decided for the content digital data and the auxiliary digital data 
having been stored, and deciding the transaction price corresponding to the data read in the 
reading step (see abstract, c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active CPO, an 
unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are parried to 
a legally binding contact). 

39. Referring to claim 34 , Walker further discloses transmitting the content digital data and 
the auxiliary digital data regarding the concluded selling transactions and buying transactions to 
the buyer of the right of use of the content digital data over the communication network (see c8, 
142-44, cl2, 13-7 -communication network is an electronic network is connected with buyer, 
seller and central controller). 

40. Referring to claim 44 , Walker discloses the following: 

f) receiving buyer-side data that represents a buying order for the right of use of the content 
digital data and a buying condition through the communication network (see c8, 142-44, cl2, 13-7 
-communication network is an electronic network is connected with buyer, seller and central 
controller); 

g) receiving seller-side data that represents a selling order for the right of use of the content 
digital data and a selling condition through the communication network (see c8, 142-44, cl2, 13-7 
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-communication network is an electronic network is connected with buyer, seller and central 
controller); 

h) deciding a transaction price for the right of use of the content digital data corresponding 
to a number and contents of the buyer-side data and a number and contents of the seller-side data 
(see cl2, 154-67 -data stores in data storage device-250); and 

i) concluding the selling transactions and the buying transactions according to the 
transaction price (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23 -when a seller accepts an active CPO, an 
unique tracking number is assigned to the seller's acceptance, than buyer and seller are parried to 
a legally binding contact). 

j) wherein the encrypted content digital data (digital goods/cl2, 130-48) are converted into 
usable data by a decryption process performed in accordance with auxiliary digital data (digital 
goods/cl2, 130-48) corresponding to the content digital data (digital goods/cl2, 130-48), and the 
auxiliary digital data (digital goods/cl2, 130-48) includes validation period data indicating a 
period in which the encryption key (within database 290) may be used and limit period data 
indicating a period in which the encrypted content digital data may be reproduced (see abstract, 
fig. 2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, ell, 141-51). 



41 . Referring to claim 58 , Walker further discloses wherein the auxiliary digital data includes 
an attribute value indicating whether the validation period is in effect (see abstract, fig. 2, 5, c8, 
142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1,141-51). 
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42. Referring to claim 59 Walker further discloses wherein the auxiliary digital data includes 
an attribute value indicating whether the limit period is in effect (see abstract, c8, 142-49, c9, 11- 
67, cl 1,141-51). 

43. Referring to claim 60 , Walker further discloses wherein the auxiliary digital data includes 
an attribute value indicating whether the validation period is in effect (see abstract, fig.2, 5, c8, 
142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1,141-51). 

44. Referring to claim 61 , Walker further discloses wherein the auxiliary digital data includes 
an attribute value indicating whether the limit period is in effect (see abstract, c8, 142-49, c9, 11- 
67, cl 1,141-51). 

Response to Arguments 

45. Applicant's arguments filed on July 7, 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

46. As per claims 1-34, 44, and 58-61, Applicant argues "Walker does not disclose receiving 
buying request data representing a buying order and a buying condition for the right of use of the 
encrypted content digital data, the buying request data being transmitted through the 
communication network; receiving selling request data representing a selling request and a 
selling condition for the right of use of the encrypted content digital data, the selling request data 
being transmitted through the communication network; deciding a transaction price for the right 
of use the content digital data corresponding to the received buying request data and the selling 
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request data; and concluding buying transactions and selling transactions according to the 
decided transaction price and transmitting an encryption key for decrypting the encrypted content 
digital data over the communication network to a buyer of the right of use of the content digital 
data; wherein the encrypted content digital data are converted into usable data by a decryption 
process performed in accordance with auxiliary digital data corresponding to the content digital 
data, and the auxiliary digital data includes validation period data indicating a period in which 
the encryption key may be used and limit period data indicating a period in which the encrypted 
content digital data may be reproduced (response pages 11-14)". 

47. Walker teaches receiving buying request data representing a buying order and a buying 
condition for the right of use of the encrypted content digital data, the buying request data being 
transmitted through the communication network (see fig.2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1, 141-51- 
central controller receiving buying request cryptographic data with purchase condition (CPO) 
from a buyer); receiving selling request data representing a selling request and a selling condition 
for the right of use of the encrypted content digital data, the selling request data being 
transmitted through the communication network ("network") (see fig. 9, 10, 14 and c8, 142-49 - 
central controller receiving selling request data with selling condition from a seller); deciding a 
transaction price for the right of use the content digital data corresponding to the received buying 
request data and the selling request data (see clO, 140-56, cl6, 146-62 and c32, claim 1 -a buyer 
who wanted a sale a car is specified a price for a customer); and concluding buying transactions 
and selling transactions according to the decided transaction price and transmitting an 
encryption key for decrypting the encrypted content digital data over the communication network 
to a buyer of the right of use of the content digital data (see c9, 117-30 and c34, claim 23); 
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wherein the encrypted content digital data are converted into usable data by a decryption process 
performed in accordance with auxiliary digital data corresponding to the content digital data, and 
the auxiliary digital data includes validation period data indicating a period in which the 
encryption key may be used and limit period data indicating a period in which the encrypted 
content digital data may be reproduced (see abstract, fig. 2, 5, c8, 142-49, c9, 11-67, cl 1, 141-51). 

Conclusion 

48 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

49. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

50. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Kamal whose telephone number is (571) 270-3272. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY through THURSDAY between the hours of 
8:30 AM and 7 PM. 
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51. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for Regular/ After 
Final Actions and 571-273-6714 for Non-Official/Draft. 

52. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see htt p ://pai r-di rect . uspto . gov . 

53. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SK 

October 20, 2009 

/EVENS J. AUGUSTIN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



